
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 4 

ATLANTA FEDERAL CENTER 
61 FORSYTH STREET 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303-8960 

MAR 2 7 2015 

CERTIFIED MAIL 7010 1060 0002 1703 82 11 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Dr. James M. Chansler, P.E. · 
Director, DeKalb County Department 

of Watershed Management 
1580 Roadhaven Drive 
Stone Mountain, Georgia 30083 

Re: Approval ofthe Revised System-Wide Hydraulic Model Program U.S. District Court Ci vii Action I: I Ocv4039-WSD 

Dear Dr. Chansler: 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 4 and the Georgia Environmental Protection Division have reviewed and hereby approve the revised System-Wide Hydraul ic Model Program for DeKalb County submitted February 18, 20 15, pursuant to Section VI. B. vii of the Consent Decree referenced above. DeKalb County shall implement the revised System-Wide Hydraul ic Model Program in accordance with the schedule included in the submittal. In addition, DeKalb County shall certify the status ofthe implementation ofthe revised System-Wide Hydraulic Model Program, including its completion, in the Semi-Annual Report or Annual Report pursuant to Section IX of the subject Consent Decree. 

Please contact Ms. Sara Janovitz at (404) 562-9870 or via email at janovitz.sara ccepa.go\, if you have any questions. 

cc: Mr. Hsin-Sheng Yeh 
Georgia Environmental Protection Division 

Ms. Marzieh Shahbazaz 
Georgia Environmental Protection Division 

Mr. Charles Lambert 
DeKalb County 

Sincerely, 

!.uricf~2=-
Municipal & Industrial Enforcement Section 
NPDES Permitting and Enforcement Branch 

Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa.gov Recycled/Recyclable • Printed With Vegetable 0•1 Based Inks on Recycled Paper (Minimum 30% Postconsumer) 









UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 4 

ATLANTA FEDERAL CENTER 
61 FORSYTH STREET 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303-8960 

AUG 1 7 2017 
CERTIFIED MAIL 7017 1450 0000 7913 0063 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

The Honorable Michael Thurmond 
Chief Executive Officer 
DeKalb County Government 
1300 Commerce Drive, 61h Floor 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 

Re: Information Request- Section 308 of the Clean Water Act 
Consent Decree, Civil Action No. 1: 10-CV-04039-WSD 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit Nos. GA0024147 and GA0026871: 
Snap finger Creek Wastewater Treatment Facility and Pole Bridge Creek Wastewater Treatment 
Facility 

Dear Mr. Thurmond: 

Pursuant to Section 308 of the Clean Water Act (CWA), 33 U.S.C. § 1318, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency Region 4 hereby requests DeKalb County (the County) to provide the information set 
forth below regarding the Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTFs) noted above and their Wastewater 
Collection and Transmission System (WCTS}. The County is required to respond to this information 
request within 30 days of its receipt of this letter. The response should be directed to: 

Ms. Sara Janovitz, Enforcement Officer 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4 
NPDES Permitting and Enforcement Branch 
61 Forsyth Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-8960 

The County's response should specifically reference the particular section of the request and should be 
organized for the purpose of clarity. In addition, all information submitted must be accompanied by the 
following certification signed by a responsible County official in accordance with 
40 C.F.R. § 122.22: 

"I certify under penalty of Jaw that this document and all attachments were prepared under my 
direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel 
properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or 
persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering the 
information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, 
and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information, 
including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations." 

lnlernet Address (URL) • llltp:l/www.epa.gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Pronled wilh Vegetable 0•1 Based Inks on Recycled Paper JMonimum 30% Poslconsumer) 



Failure to comply with this information request may result in enforcement proceedings under Section 
309 of the CWA, 33 U.S.C. § 1319, which could result in the judicial imposition of civil or criminal 
penalties or the administrative imposition of civil penalties. In addition, there is potential criminal 
liability for the falsification of any response to the requested information. 

The County shall preserve, until further notice, all records (either written or electronic), which exist at 
the time of receipt of this letter that relate to any of the matters set forth in this letter. The term "records" 
shall be interpreted in the broadest sense to include information of every sort. The response to this 
information request shall include assurance that these record protection provisions were put in place as 
required. No such records shaH be disposed of until written authorization is received from the Chief of 
the NPDES Permitting and Enforcement Branch at the U.S. EPA, Region 4. 

If you believe that any of the requested information constitutes confidential business information, you 
may assert a confidentiality claim with respect to such information except for effluent data. Further 
details, including how to make a business confidentiality claim, are found in Enclosure B. 

Please contact Ms. Janovitz at (404) 562-9870 or by email atjanovitz.sara@epa.gov, if you have 
questions regarding this notice and information request. 

Sincerely, 

~.~~ 
Deputy Director 
Water Protection Division 

Enclosures 

cc: See Attached Mailing List 



Mailing List: 

Mr. Thomas Mariani, Jr. 
United States Department of Justice 

Ms. Valerie K. Mann 
United States Department of Justice 

Mr. James Coots 
Georgia Department of Law 

Mr. James Capp 
Georgia Environmental Protection Division 

Mr. Lewis Hays 
Georgia Environmental Protection Division 

Ms. Marzieh Shahbazaz 
Georgia Environmental Protection Division 

Mr. Hsin-Sheng Yeh 
Georgia Environmental Protection Division 

Ms. Overtis Brantley 
DeKalb County Law Department 

Mr. E. Fitzgerald Veira 
Troutman Sanders LLP 

Mr. Scott Towler 
DeKalb County Department of Watershed Management 



ENCLOSURE A 

DeKalb County, Georgia 

1. Identify any areas likely to have sanitary sewer overflow (SSO) events using the System-Wide Flow 
and Rainfall Monitoring Program set forth in Paragraph 26 of the Consent Decree. Based on the 
analysis and results of this Program: 

a. Identify by Sewershed, the areas with the least dry weather flow capacity. 
b. What is the percentage of capacity in dry weather flow in the trunk lines of the 

Wastewater Collection and Transmission System or WCTS (as that term is defined in the 
Consent Decree) by Sewershed? 

c. Identify by Sewershed, the areas with the least wet weather flow capacity. 
d. What is the percentage of capacity in wet weather flow in the trunk lines of the WCTS by 

Sewershed? 

2. Provide a copy of the contract and related scope of work documents the County used to hire CH2M to 
prepare the System-Wide Hydraulic Model pursuant to Paragraph 28 ofthe Consent Decree. 

3. Provide the date when the System-Wide Hydraulic Model prepared by CH2M on behalf of the 
County was given to the County. 

4. Provide all records (whether written or electronic) from CH2M documenting its submission of the 
System-Wide Hydraulic Model to the County since May 2016. Has CH2M revised, edited, or 
provided supplemental information to the System-Wide Hydraulic Model after its initial submission 
to the County? If so, when? 

5. Provide all records (whether written or electronic) of the County's and/or its contractor's efforts to 
calibrate and verify the System-Wide Hydraulic Model using selected monitored storm events. 

6. Provide all records (whether written or electronic) of"Model outputs and reports" as described in 
Section 1.5.5.1 of the County's January 2015 System-Wide Hydraulic Model Program. 

7. Provide the WCTS capacity conclusions in the CH2M System-Wide Hydraulic Model. 

8. Identify the dry and wet weather capacity-limited areas identified in the CH2M System-Wide 
Hydraulic Model. How much of the WCTS is capacity-limited, and which parts ofthe WCTS are 
capacity-limited? How much of this capacity-limited area is in the Initial and Additional Priority 
Areas (as those terms are defined in the Consent Decree)? Based on the results of the CH2M System­
Wide Hydraulic Model: 

a. Identify by Sewershed the areas with the least dry weather flow capacity? 
b. What is the percentage of capacity in dry weather flow in the trunk lines of the WCTS by 

Sewershed? 
c. Identify by Sewershed the areas with the least wet weather flow capacity? 
d. What is the percentage of capacity in wet weather flow in the trunk lines of the WCTS by 

Sewershed? 

9. Provide the date when the County provided the system-wide hydraulic model prepared by CH2M to 
Brown & Caldwell for review. 



10. Provide all records (whether written or electronic) from Brown & CaJdwelJ regarding its findings 
associated with its review of the System-Wide Hydraulic Model prepared by CH2M. 

11. Provide a summary of the basic assumptions and input parameters for the System-Wide Hydraulic 
Model. How are these assumptions different from the standard inputs that were made in the initial 
System-Wide Hydraulic Model? 

12. What, if any, work is outstanding regarding the System-Wide Hydraulic Model? 

13. Provide a list of all new connections or increases in flow from existing sewer service connections to 
the County's WCTS that were authorized on or after January 1, 2016. In addition, provide copies of 
all letters or correspondence regarding the authorization of such connections. 

14. Provide documentation of any certification of adequate collection, transmission, and treatment 
capacity that was made by a professional engineer licensed in the State of Georgia for the connections 
referenced in Question 13 above. 

15. How does the County currently defme "Adequate Collection Capacity," "Adequate Transmission 
Capacity," and "Adequate Treatment Capacity''? When were those definitions established? Prior to 
this date, how and when has the County defined these terms since entry of the Consent Decree? 

I 6. Provide a copy of the power point presentation the County prepared and presented to the EPA and the 
Georgia Environmental Protection Division at the June 28, 2017 meeting among the parties. 



ENCLOSUREB 

RlGHT TO ASSERT BUSINESS CONFIDENTIALITY CLAIMS 
(40 C.F.R. Part 2) 

Except for effluent data, you may, if you desire, assert a business confidentiality claim as to any or all of 
the information that EPA is requesting from you. The EPA regulation relating to business confidentiality 
claims is found at 40 C.F.R. Part 2. 

If you assert such a claim for the requested information, EPA will only disclose the information to the 
extent and under the procedures set out in the cited regulations. If no business confidentiality claim 
accompa.nies the information, EPA may make the information available to the public without any further 
notice to you. 

40 C.F.R. §2.203(b). Method and time of asserting business confidentiality claim. A business which is 
submitting information to EPA may assert a business confidentiality claim covering the information by 
placing on (or attaching to) the information, at the time it is submitted to EPA, a cover sheet, stamped or 
typed legend, or other suitable form of notice employing language such as "trade secret," "proprietary," 
or "company confidential." Allegedly confidential portions of otherwise non-confidential documents 
should be clearly identified by the business, and may be submitted separately to facilitate identification 
and handling by EPA. If the business desires confidential treatment only until a certain date or until the 
occurrence of a certain event, the notice should so state. 







Chief Executive Officer 
Michael L Thurmond 

Infrastructure Group 
Watershed Management I Transportation I Roads and Drainage I Sanitation I Board of Commissioners 

Fleet Management I Recreation, Parks and Cultural Affairs I Libraries I Beautification I 
Cooperative Extension 

January 19, 2018 

District I 
Nancy Jester 

District 2 
Jeff Rader 

District 3 
larry Johnson 

District 4 
Steve Brodshaw 

The Honorable Trey Glenn 
Regional Administrator 

District 5 
Mcreda Davis Johnson 

District 6 
Kathie Gannon United States Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 4 
Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth Street 

District7 
Gregory A. Adams 

Atlanta, Georgia 30303-8960 

Mr. Richard E. Dunn 
Director 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
Environmental Protection Division 
2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive 
Suite 1456, East Tower 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 

Re: Request for Consent Decree Modification 
Civil Action No: 1:1 0-CV-04039-WSD 

Dear Messrs. Glenn and Dunn: 

DeKalb County appreciates the time and attention the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(''EPA") Region 4 and the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (''EPD") have given the County to 
address issues related to the above-referenced Consent Decree. We look forward to continued 
cooperation with both agencies during the Consent Decree period. As the County continues to implement 
the various programs required under the Consent Decree, the need for a sanitary sewer Capacity 
Assurance Program ("CAP") has become apparent as a complement to the existing capacity, 
management, operation and maintenance (''CMOM'') programs in the Consent Decree. As a result, the 
County requests EPA and EPD to consider modification of the Consent Decree to incorporate a CAP. 
This letter provides the basis for the County's request. 

The Basis for tbe Modification Request 

Section VI.B.(vii){g) of the Consent Decree provides, in relevant part, that "[o]nce the Model is 
fully developed for each Sewershed, the County shall authorize new sewer service connections or 
increases in flow from existing sewer service connections in that Sewershed only after certifying that the 
receiving portions of the WCTS have adequate collection and transmission capacity and the applicable 
WWTF has adequate treatment capacity to accept flows from such new sewer service connections and/or 
increases in flows from existing service connections." The County now has a model fully developed to 

Infrastructure Group ' 4572 Memorial Drive 1 Decatur, GA 30032 
www .dekalbcountvga. gov 



support the certification process and, as the County has infonned EPA, the County will not make 
connections contemplated by this provision without certification. However, the Consent Decree currently 
does not include a requirement for an EPA/E PD-approved CAP. Based on the County's current 
understanding of its sanitary sewer system, the County believes inclusion of a CAP as part of the Consent 
Decree will make implementation of the referenced Section VI B.(vii)(g) provision less onerous, while 
allowing the County to use its best efforts to e liminate sanitary sewer overflows ("SSOs"). 

As you know, a CAP is typically used to ensure that the entire wastewater collection, 
transmission and treatment system has sufficient capacity to convey and treat all wastewater generated by 
the system's customers. It is also used to anticipate and provide for prospective new sewer connections, 
and track growth to support short term and long-term planning. In addition, a CAP provides fo r those 
circumstances where capacity approvals in limited circumstances can be achieved, in lieu of certification. 
Such approvals are generally allowable as low risks to the environment and are precluded unless they 
meet precise conditions. 

Through implementation of the Consent Decree's CMOM programs, the County has come to 
bener understand that there will be instances where the County may not be able to certify capacity under 
Section VI.B.(vii)(g) and therefore will not be able to authorize certain new sewer service connections or 
increases in flow from existing sewer service connections. Four of the County's CMOM programs have 
been especially helpful in improving the County' s knowledge of its system regarding capacity: ( l) the 
Priority Areas Sewer Assessment and Rehabilitation Program ("PASARP"); (2) the Flow and Rainfall 
Monitoring Program; (3 ) the Hydraulic Modeling Program; and (4) the Sanitary Sewer Mapping Program. 

All assessments required under the PASARP were completed on time as of December 2017. 
Those assessments identified some areas with capacity issues. In addition, detailed sanitary sewer 
mapping, flow and rainfall monitoring data, and modeling activities have been helpfu l in revealing certain 
capacity concerns. In addressing these capacity issues, compliance with the Consent Decree can become 
extremely onerous or even detrimental to the public interest in instances where connections are 
prohibited, but that would otherwise be prudent and justifiable. For example, connections for public 
safety facilities, heath facilities or a single-family home could be barred, even when there are no 
meaningfu l risks to the environment. This presents some short-term challenges for the County that can be 
avoided or remedied with a CAP so that the County can employ workable practical solutions such as 
infiltration and inflow credits that can be used to offset connections on an interim basis, and that will not 
exacerbate SSO risks while long-tenn solutions are put in place. A CAP would serve to round out the 
existing CMOM programs, by allowing for more practical interim solutions to short tem1 issues that are in 
line with long-term solutions. 

The County recognizes that in many instances where there are capacity limitations, the requested 
connections should not be allowed. However, in certain circumstances that are in the public interest, as 
can be specifically delineated in a CAP, the connections should be allowable. DeKalb County's Consent 
Decree does not specifically provide for such a CAP. 

During the Consent Decree negotiations, techn ical studies and existing data supported the 
position that the County's sanitary sewer system did not have significant capac ity issues, and that historic 
SSOs were primarily driven by maintenance issues. As such, the County did not see the need then to 
incorporate a CAP into the Consent Decree. While the facts continue to show the majority of SSOs are 
fats, oils, and grease-related or tied to other maintenance issues, the County has identified areas or 
experienced circumstances where capacity limitations could preclude connections in all circumstances 
under a strict reading of the current Consent Decree Section Vl.B.(vii)(g) language. For sanitary sewer 
systems that anticipate capacity issues, the answer typically is to incorporate a CAP. 

Manuel J. Maloof Center 11300 Commerce Drive, 6th Floor I Decatur, GA 30030 I P: 404.371.3691 F: 404.687.3585 
www.dekalbcountyga.goy 



In an effort to create some flex ibility to the County in situations where there are capac ity 
limitations, as it implements the Consent Decree, the County believes that a CAP is appropriate and 
justifiable. As noted above, the CAP would allow for limited approvals in lieu of certification in 
circumstances where certain pre-conditions are met, while ensuring overall system capacity assurance 
planning. Accordingly, the County seeks to modify the Consent Decree so as to incorporate a CAP. 

Modification of the Consent Decree 

Section XIX of the Consent Decree provides for modification as follows: 

The terms of this Consent Decree, including any attached appendices, may be modified 
only by a subsequent written agreement signed by all the Parties. Where a modification 
constitutes a material change to this Consent Decree, it shall be effective only upon 
approval by the Court. Non-material changes to this Consent Decree (including 
appendices) may be made by written agreement of the Parties without court approval, and 
the Parties may by mutual agreement determine whether a modification is non-material. 

The County bel ieves it is arguable that incorporation of a CAP into the Consent Decree can be 
done through a minor modification. A CAP can be crafted that is consistent with the spirit of Section 
VI.B.(vii)(g) and the overall goal of eliminating SSOs. Allowing approvals in lieu of certification in 
limited circumstances under a CAP that ensures overall capacity planning would not frustrate Section 
VI.B.(vii)(g) where public health and safety and the environment will continue to be protected. However, 
in the event EPA and EPD do not agree that a CAP is appropriate as a minor modification, the County 
would still request both agencies' cooperation through the process of a major Consent Decree 
modification. 

The County looks forward to addressing this issue with you and would appreciate the opportunity 
for a meeting to further discuss this matter. 

?r~ 
Ted Rhinehart 
Deputy Chief Operating Officer/Infrastructure 
DeKalb County 

Manuel J. Maloof Center 1300 Commerce Drive, 61h Floor 1 Decatur. GA 30030 P: 404.371.3691 F: 404.687.3585 
www.dekalbcountvga.gov 









Cbid Executive Officer 
MichiiCI L Thurmond 

Office of the Chief Executive Officer 
Zachary L. Williams Board of Commissioners 

Executive Assistant, Chief Operating Officer 

December 14,2017 

Disl.ricl I 
Nancy Jcs1cr 

Dislricl2 
Jeff Roder 

District 3 
lArry Johnson 

Dislricl 4 
Sieve Bradshaw Bv E-Mail /Janovitz.Sara@epa.gov/ and Certified Mall 

Ms. Sara Janovitz, Enforcement Officer Oiscricl S 
Mcrcda D. Johnson U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4 

NPDES Permitting and Enforcement Branch 
61 Forsyth Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-8960 

Re: Information Request- Section 308 of the Clean Water Act 
Consent Decree, Civil Action No. 1:10-CV-04039-WSD 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit Nos. GA0024147 and 
GA0026871: Snapfinger Creek Wastewater Treatment Facility and Pole Bridge 
Creek Wastewater Treatment Facility 

Dear Ms. Janovitz: 

This letter provides the County's complete response to the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) Region 4's Section 308 Request dated August 17,2017, which the County received on 
August 22, 2017. Please see Attachment A, which includes the list of information EPA requested, 
along with the County's response to each item and references to enclosures providing documents 
responsive to the Section 308 Request We have also included a complete listing of documents 
produced at Attachment B, as well as a disc that includes electronic copies of each responsive 
document. While EPA's Section 308 Request is very broad, the County has made every 
reasonable effort to respond to each request. 

"I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my 
direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel 
properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or 
persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering the 
information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, 
and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false infonnation, 
including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations." 

Sincerely, 

Manuel J. Maloof Center I 1300 Commerce rive, 6111 Floor 1 Decatur, GA 30030 I P: 404.371 .2174 F: 404.687.3585 
www.dekalbcountyga.gov 

Distric16 
Kathie Gannon 

District 7 
Gregory Adruns 





ZLW/mcw/zg 
Attachments 

cc: O.V. Brantley 
William Rhinehart 
Fitzgerald Veira 
Matthew Welch 
Scott Towler 
Darren Eastall 
James Capp 
Lewis Hays 
Marzieh Shahbazaz 
Hsin-Sheng Yeh 

Manuel J. Maloof Center 11300 Commerce Drive, 611> Floor I Decatur, GA 30030 I P: 404.371 .3691 F: 404.687.3585 
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Attachment A 

EPA's Section 308 requests to DeKalb County are listed below followed, in italics, by the 
County's responses. 

1. Identify any areas likely to have sanitary sewer overflow (SSO) events using the 
System-Wide Flow and Rainfall Monitoring Program set forth in Paragraph 26 of the 
Consent Decree. Based on the analysis and results of this Program: 

a Identify by Sewershed, the areas with the least dry weather flow capacity. 
b. What is the percentage of capacity in dry weather flow in the trunk lines of the 

Wastewater Collection and Transmission System or WCfS (as that term is defined 
in the Consent Decree) by Sewershed? 

c. Identify by Sewershed, the areas with the least wet weather flow capacity. 
d. What is the percentage of capacity in wet weather flow in the trunk lines of the 

WCfS by Sewershed? 

DeKalb Co1111ty's Response: The County has not located documents that directly 
respond to Item 1 under the Flow and Rainfall Monitoring Program. However, at 
Enclosure /, the County provides the System-Wide Flow and Rainfall Monitoring Results 
report which we believe is relevant to this request. The document describes the pre­
PASARP rehabilitation Rainfall Derived Inflow and Infiltration analysis and cumulative 
peaking factors/peak flow rates. 

2. Provide a copy of the contract and related scope of work documents the County used to 
hire CH2M to prepare the System-Wide Hydraulic Model pursuant to Paragraph 28 of 
the Consent Decree. 

DeKalb Com tty's Response: The initial contract and scope of work is included at 
Enclosure 2. The County's response to this request is not an indication that the 
terms of the agreement and scope of work have been satisfied. 

3. Provide the date when the System-Wide Hydraulic Model prepared by CH2M on behalf 
of the County was given to the County. 

DeKalb County's Respo11se: CH2M Hill provided the preliminary hydraulic 
mode/to DeKalb County on June 30, 2016. Enclosure 3 provides copies of 
communications from CH2M Hill depicting this date. As we have previottSiy 
conveyed to EPA, the version of the model CH2M Hill submitted is preliminary. 
As CH2M Hill stated in a presentation to the County around the time the 
preliminary model was presented, the preliminary model was to be used for 
planning purposes only. (See June 21, 2016 Model Workshop Presentation Slide 
39 stating "Be aware of the model assumptions and limitations, model extent, 
planning level model, peak flow approach limitations, GIS data quality and 
pending field check, limited information at lift stations. ") Notwithstanding these 
limitations CH2M Hill presented, some of which is further repeated in other 
responsive documents (see responses to items 4, and 6 below), County staff began 
using the preliminary model for capacity connection analyses without the benefit 
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of the model being fully developed for that purpose and without the Governing 
Authority authorizing its use for that purpose. The County is working with its 
experts to create a fully developed model useful for capacity connections 
analyses. 

4. Provide all records (whether written or electronic) from CH2M documenting its 
submission of the System-Wide Hydraulic Model to the County since May 2016. Has 
CH2M revised, edited, or provided supplemental information to the System-Wide 
Hydraulic Model after its initial submission to the County? If so, when? 

DeKalb Comrty's Respo11se: Enclosure 4 provides records received from CH2M Hill 
documenting its submission of the mode/to the Country since May 2016. These 
documents highlight improvements to the preliminary model that have taken place since 
June 2016. Updates related to the model were completed on the dates shown in the 
table below. 

I ~·"]{,.?~~:: . ~r I · ''·- ;;.,:" ~ ::r~r !Date Siitiiiiitted ~B~ewerslied "'.!."ir. 
~ ~. to1the,€ounty 

Intergovernmental- Nancy Creek 11/18/2016 
Intergovernmental - Northfork Peachtree Creek 1/13/2017 
Snapfinger 1/17/2017 
Pole Bridge 1/20/2017 
Intergovernmental - Small Sewersheds 1/27/2017 
Intergovernmental - Southfork Peachtree Creek+ Peavine 

3/6/2017 Creek Sewersheds 
Pole Bridge, Snapfinger and Intergovernmental 8/22/2017 
Pole Bridge, Snapfinger and Intergovernmental 11/16/2017 
Pole Bridge 11/28/2017 
Pole Bridge 12/1/2017 
Snapfinger 12/ 1/2017 
Intergovernmental 12/1/2017 

5. Provide all records (whether written or electronic) of the County's and/or its 
contractor's efforts to calibrate and verify the System-Wide Hydraulic Model using 
selected monitored storm events. 

DeKalb Co11nty 's Response: Based on information from CH2M Hill, our understanding 
is that traditional wet weather calibration was not conducted. As outlined in the draft 
model report documents (see response to item 6 below), a wet weather dynamic model 
and associated wet weather calibration and verification was not done. Instead, a peak 
flow model (steady state) was created. Our understanding is that multiple storm events 
were not used to develop the peak flow rates utilized in the model. However. at 
Enclosure 5, we are providing information the County received from CH2M Hill 
supporting the peak flow model. All documents initially submitted as well as 
supplemental submissions are listed in Attachment B. 
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6. Provide all records (whether written or electronic) of"Model outputs and reports" as 
described in Section 1.5.5.1 of the County's January 2015 System-Wide Hydraulic 
Model Program. 

DeKalb County's Response: Provided at Enclosure 6 are copies of the first set of 
draft model reports the County received from CH2M Hill. Note that all three draft 
reports are dated December 2016; however, the County received the Polebridge 
report in 2016, and the Snapfinger and Intergovernmental Reports in August 2017. 
Provided at Enclosure 12 are copies of the second set of draft reports the County 
received/rom CH2M Hill in December 2017. The County is in the process of 
reviewing this second set of draft model reports. We expect they will be revised. 

7. Provide the WCTS capacity conclusions in the CH2M System-Wide Hydraulic Model. 

DeKalb Couuty 's Response: At Enclosure 7, we provide documents from CH2M Hill 
showing model results or potential conclusions. While the model outputs in Enclosure 7 
show capacity concerns in certain areas, given the preliminary nature of the model, and 
the remaining items to be completed to ensure a fully developed model, these conclusions 
should be deemed preliminary. The draft model reports referenced in Enclosure 6 and 
12 also provide WCTS capacity conclusions that are likewise also preliminary. 

8. Identify the dry and wet weather capacity-limited areas identified in the CH2M System­
Wide Hydraulic Model. How much of the WCTS is capacity-limited, and which parts of 
the WCTS are capacity-limited? How much of this capacity-limited area is in the Initial 
and Additional Priority Areas (as those terms are defined in the Consent Decree)? Based 
on the results of the CH2M System-Wide Hydraulic Model: 

a. Identify by Sewershed the areas with the least dry weather flow capacity? 
b. What is the percentage of capacity in dry weather flow in the trunk lines of the 

WCTS by Sewershed? 
c. Identify by Sewershed the areas with the least wet weather flow capacity? 
d. What is the percentage of capacity in wet weather flow in the trunk lines of the 

WCTS by Sewershed? 

DeKalb County's Response: Please see responsive documents at Enclosure 8. 

9. Provide the date when the County provided the system-wide hydraulic model prepared by 
CH2M to Brown & Caldwell for review. 

DeKalb Co1111ty's Response: The County provided the System-Wide Hydraulic 
Model to Brown & Caldwell for review on December 12, 2016. 
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10. Provide all records (whether written or electronic) from Brown & Caldwell regarding its 
findings associated with its review of the System-Wide Hydraulic Model prepared by 
CH2M. 

DeKalb County's Response: The Brown & (:a/dwell report is provided at 
Enclosure 10. 

11. Provide a summary of the basic assumptions and input parameters for the System-Wide 
Hydraulic Model. How are these assumptions different from the standard inputs that were 
made in the initial System-Wide Hydraulic Model? 

DeKalb County's RespOIIse: Enclosure II lists a summary of assumptions CH2M Hill 
provided. 

12. What, if any, work is outstanding regarding the System-Wide Hydraulic Model? 

DeKalb County's Response: We are working with our internal and external experts to 
achieve a fully developed model. The list of work items includes: 

• GIS updates and field verification and related QA/QC 
• Review and finalize the draft model reports 
• Review, revise or create procedures and protocols to ensure proper and 

consistent use of the model 
• Calibrate, verify and validate the model, as appropriate and/or properly 

document these efforts 

13. Provide a list of all new connections or increases in flow from existing sewer service 
connections to the County's WCTS that were authorized on or after January I, 2016. In 
addition, provide copies of all letters or correspondence regarding the authorization of 
such connections. 

DeKalb County's Response: Please see Enclosure 13. 

14. Provide documentation of any certification of adequate collection, transmission, and 
treabnent capacity that was made by a professional engineer licensed in the State of 
Georgia for the connections referenced in Question 13 above. 

DeKalb County's Response: We have provided documents in Enclosure 13 showing 
varying degrees of engineering support and justification for authorizations that were 
given. In a number of cases, some of the engineering support documentation is filed at 
the County separate from the authorizations themselves. These documents are 
voluminous. However, we can make them available for EPA 's review, to the extent EPA 
would like to review them. Because the model is preliminary, certification is not 
triggered. 
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15. How does the County currently define" Adequate Collection Capacity, .. 11Adequate 
Transmission Capacity," and "Adequate Treatment Capacity"? When were those 
definitions established? Prior to this date, how and when has the County defined these 
terms since entry of the Consent Decree? 

DeKa/b Comzty 's Response: Please see Enclosure 15. Tire County does not currently 
have specific definitions for ''Adequate Collection Capacity," "Adequate Transmission 
Capacity," and "Adequate Treatment Capacity." 

16. Provide a copy of the power point presentation the County prepared and presented to the 
EPA and the Georgia Environmental Protection Division at the June 28, 2017 meeting 
among the parties. 

DeKalb Cou11ty's Response: The PowerPoint presentation presented to EPA 
and Georgia Environmental Protection Division on June 28, 2017 is included at 
Enclosure 16. 
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Elliott, Richard 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Veira, E. Fitzgerald <fitzgerald.veira@troutmansanders.com> 
Tuesday, January 16, 2018 5:31 PM 
Bush, William 
Zapata, Cesar; Welch, Matthew C.; Ghosh, Mita; Stephenson, Natalie; Horsey, Maurice; 
Elliott, Richard; Bill Weinischke; Suzanne Success Osborne; Williams, Laura; Houser, 
Maria V. 
RE: Dekalb 

Bill , the draft CAP and Consent Decree modification letter are going through internal review. As our draft CAP 
builds on the interim capacity certification protocol, the comments we received from EPA/EPD on the 
certification protocol are being reviewed in terms of their implications for the CAP and the interim certification 
process itself. We are also in the process of briefing the County management on the comments. 

It will likely take a few more days to fully vet the Consent Decree modification letter and get the input we need 
from our consultants on the EPA/EPD comments. We hope to get that letter out by the end of this week. Also, 
based on everyone's schedule, we propose to have a follow-up discussion with EPA and EPD regarding the 
comments next week Wednesday or Thursday (instead of this week) . The County wants to address 
EPA/EPD's comments on the interim protocol before we submiVcomplete the draft CAP. We will follow-up 
with you and/or Richard later this week. Thanks. 

E. Fitzgerald Veira 
troutman sanders 
Direct: 404.885.3278 
fitzgerald. veira@troutm an .com 

From: Bush, William [mailto :Bush.William@epa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2018 2:56 PM 
To: Veira, E. Fitzgerald <fitzgerald.veira@troutmansanders.com> 
Cc: Zapata, Cesar <Zapata.Cesar@epa.gov>; Welch, Matthew C. <macwelch@dekalbcountyga.gov>; Ghosh, Mita 
<Ghosh.Mita@epa.gov>; Stephenson, Natalie <stephenson.na talie@epa.gov>; Horsey, Maurice 
<Horsey.Maurice@epa.gov>; Elliott, Richard <EIIiot t.Richard@epa.gov>; Bill Weinischke <bill.weinischke@usdoj.gov>; 
Suzanne Success Osborne <sosborne@law.ga.gov>; Williams, Laura <laura.williams@dnr.ga.gov>; Houser, Maria V. 
<Maria.Houser@troutmansanders.com>; Bush, William <Bush.William@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE : Dekalb 

Hi, Fitzgerald. Just checking in with you to see if the County submitted the information set forth in items 1 and 2 
below. If so, can you let us know when and to whom. If not, when might we expect to get it? Thanks. 

From: Veira, E. Fitzgerald [mailto:fitzgerald.veira@troutmansanders.com) 
Sent: Friday, December 15, 2017 5:14PM 
To: Ghosh, Mita <Ghosh.Mita@epa.gov> 
Cc: Zapata, Cesar <Zapata.Cesar@epa.gov>; Bush, William <Bush.William@epa.gov>; Welch, Matthew C. 
<macwelch@dekalbcountyga.gov> 
Subject: RE: Dekalb 
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Mita, in response to your email below, on behalf of DeKalb County, I am confirming that all sanitary sewer 

hookups to the County's sewer system will be certified by a licensed Georgia professional engineer beginning 

December 20, 2017, as Mr. Thurmond assured EPA and EPD during the meeting. With respect to the 

Country's specific ask of the Administrator, the County seeks EPA's cooperation on the following: 

1. Development of a capacity assurance program ("CAP") suitable for the County. The County expects 

that program will be in place at least until the County has developed a wet weather dynamic model or 

potentially for the duration of the Consent Decree period. We expect to have a draft of that CAP ready 

for presentation to EPA by January 15, 2018, and would appreciate EPA's prompt attention to the CAP, 

and an expedited negotiation of a final CAP. 
2. Modification of the Consent Decree. The County will provide justification for modification of the 

Consent Decree in writing no later than January 15, 2018, and would appreciate EPA's support in 

achieving an amended Consent Decree to allow the CAP, among other potential modifications. 

3. As noted, the County will be certifying capacity beginning December 201
h. While EPA's approval of the 

County's program for certifying capacity is not required, in the interest of full cooperation, the County 

plans to provide to EPA on Monday December 181h a copy of its capacity certification program 

document. The County would appreciate any feedback from EPA regarding significant concerns, if any, 

EPA may have regarding its program. 

Thanks, 

E. Fitzgerald Veira 
troutman sanders 
Direct: 404.885.3278 
fitzgerald. veira@troutman .com 

From: Ghosh, Mita (mailto:Ghosh.Mita@epa.gov] 

Sent : Thursday, December 14, 2017 3:37PM 

To: Veira, E. Fitzge rald <f1tZ5Cr9ld.veira@troutmansanders.LOn1> 

Cc: Zapata, Cesar </apata Ct s<~r~a.pov>; Bush, William <Bush William@e~v> 

Subject: RE: Dekalb 

Fitzgerald: 

We still have not received anything from you all in writing about your ask from the Regional Administrator. When do 

you expect to have the written request to EPA? Also, during the meeting Mr. Thurmond assured us that after December 

2D'h all hookups would be certified by a PE. Can you please confirm that is still the intent of the County. Thanks 

mit a 

Mita Ghosh 

Ch ief, Office of Water Lega l Support 

Office of Regional Counel 

United States Environmental Protection 

Region 4 
404-562-9568 

NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient, or believe that you 

have received this communication in error, please do not print, copy, retransmit, disseminate, or otherwise use the information. Also, please 

indicate to the sender that you have received this communication in error, and delete the copy you received. 
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From: Veira, E. Fitzgerald [mailto:fitzgera ld.veira@trou tmansanders.com) 
Sent: Thursday, December 7, 2017 1:06PM 
To: Ghosh, Mita <Ghosh.Mita@epa.gov> 
Cc: Houser, Maria V. <Maria.Houser@troutmansanders.com>; gfleming@vnf.com; Zapata, Cesar 
<Zapata.Cesar@epa.gov>; Bush, William <Bush.William@epa.gov>; Matthew C. Welch 
<macwelch@dekalbcountyga.gov> 
Subject: Re: Dekalb 

Thanks, Mita. We certainly will. We also think it would sense to tentatively hold December 19th (preferably afternoon) 
for a follow up meeting with EPA/EPD. 

E. Fitzgerald Veira 
troutman sanders 
Direct: 404.885.3278 
fitzgerald. veira@troutman.com 

On Dec 4, 2017, at 10:18 AM, Ghosh, Mita <Ghosh.Mita@epa.gov> wrote: 

Good Morning: 

I just wanted to make sure that you all were in the process of putting any and all requests you have from 
EPA in writing. It is important that we have your request in writing and more importantly the reason for 
you request so that we can explain to the Judge and DOJ the what and why of what you all are seeking 
moving forward . Please call me if you have any questions. Thanks 

M it a 

Mita Ghosh 
Chief, Office of Water Legal Support 
Office of Regional Coune l 
United States Environmental Protection 
Region 4 
404-562-9568 

NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other conf idential information. If you are not the intended recipient, 
or believe that you have received this communication in error, please do not print, copy, retransmit, disseminate, or 
otherwise use the information. Also, please indicate to the sender that you have received this communication in error, and 
delete the copy you received. 
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This e-mail message (and any attachments) from Troutman Sanders LLP may contain legally privileged and confidentia l 

information solely for the use of the intended recipient. If you received this message in error, please delete the message 

and notify the sender. Any unauthorized reading, distribution, copying, or other use of this message (and attachments) is 

strictly prohibited. 

This e-mail message (and any attachments) from Troutman Sanders LLP may contain legally privileged and confidential 

information solely for the use of the intended recipient. If you received this message in error, please delete the message 

and notify the sender. Any unauthorized reading, distribution, copying, or other use of this message (and attachments) is 

strictly prohibited. 

--- --- -----------
This e-mail message (and any attachments) from Troutman Sanders LLP may contain legally privileged and confidential 

information solely for the use of the intended recipient. If you received this message in error, please delete the message 

and notify the sender. Any unauthorized reading, distribution, copying, or other use of this message (and attachments) is 

strictly prohibited. 
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Elliott, Richard 

From: 
Se nt: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Mr. Elliott, good afternoon. 

Rhinehart, William E. (Ted) <werhinehart@dekalbcountyga.gov> 
Friday, January 12, 2018 2:51 PM 
Elliott, Richard 
Stephenson, Natalie; Shahbazaz, Marzieh; Hays, Lewis; Horsey, Maurice; Capp, James; 
Williams, Laura; Suzanne Success Osborne; Bush, William; Veira, E. Fitzgerald (Troutman 
Sanders); Welch, Matthew C.; maria.houser@troutmansanders.com; Zapata, Cesar 
RE: DeKalb County Interim Procedures and Capacity Evaluation 

This acknowledges the receipt of your note. We will review the agencies' comments and get back with you by Tuesday 
regarding availability for a meeting next week. 

Best regards, Ted Rhinehart, Deputy COO/Infrastructure, DeKalb County 

From: Elliott, Richard [mailto:EII iott.Richard@epa.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2018 4:01 PM 
To: Rhinehart, William E. (Ted) <werhinehart@dekalbcountyga.gov> 
Cc: Stephenson, Natalie <stephenson.nata lie@epa.gov>; Shahbazaz, Marzieh <Marzieh.Shahbazaz@dnr.ga.gov>; Hays, 
Lewis <Lewis.Hays@dnr.ga.gov>; Horsey, Maurice <Horsey.Maurice@epa.gov>; Capp, James <James.Capp@dnr.ga.gov>; 
Williams, Laura <laura.williams@dnr.ga.gov>; Suzanne Success Osborne <sosborne@law.ga.gov>; Bush, William 
<Bush.William@epa.gov>; Veira, E. Fitzgerald (Troutman Sanders) <fitzgerald.veira@troutmansanders.com>; Welch, 
Matthew C. <macwelch@dekalbcountyga.gov>; maria.houser@troutmansanders.com; Zapata, Cesar 
<Zapata.Cesar@epa.gov> 
Subject: DeKalb County Interim Procedures and Capacity Evaluation 

Ted, 

As requested, EPA and EPD have reviewed the Interim Sanitary Sewer Capacity Evaluation Program and Standard 
Operating Procedures most recently submitted on December 18th, 2017. Both agencies share concerns that these 
procedures may not be consistent with the Consent Decree's capacity certification requirements for new or increased 
connections to the sewer system. 

We have attached our comments on those documents to this email. EPA and EPD understand that there may be minor 
revision to these documents and will provide amended comments as needed. Because we understand that these Interim 
procedures are currently being implemented by the County or will be in the near future, we would like to discuss these 
concerns as soon as possible . Both agencies expect availability between 11 and 12 :30 on January 18th and 10 to 1 and 
1:30 to 5 on January 19th. Please let us know as soon as possible if the County is available to meet on these dates. 

Please feel free to forward this email to anyone I may have not included. Sara Janovitz, your usual contact at EPA, will be 
on leave for a few months. I will be the point of contact until Sara returns. Thank you for your time and prompt attention 
to this matter. 

Regards 

Richard Elliott, P.E., PMP 
Environmental Engineer 
Water Protection Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency- Region 4 
61 Forsyth Street. S.W. 
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Atlanta, GA 30303 

404-562-8691 
404-562-9729 (Fax) 
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DeKalb County 

PROGRAM NUMBER: 

DEPARTMENT OF WATERSHED MANAGEMENT 
INTERIM SANITARY SEWER CAPACITY 

EVALUATION PROGRAM 

CD·P·OOl 
PROGRAM OWNER (Division/Office): Infrastructure Acqu1S1tions Program 

DCOO/Infrastructure PROGRAM APPROVAL: 
.. . .. • I • t I • 12/15/2017 

PROGRAM REVISION NUMBER: 

INTRODUCTION 

DeKalb County (the "County") has a responsibility to use its best efforts to operate, maintain, and 
construct its sanitary sewer system in such a manner to achieve the goals of public health protection, fu ll 
compliance with the Clean Water Act, the Georgia Water Qual ity Control Act, and the elimination of 
Sanitary Sewer Overflows ("SSOs"). The County is currently undertaking a combination of capacity, 
Management, Operations, and Maintenance ("CMOM") programs and capita l improvements under a 
Consent Decree to meet this responsibility. As part of this undertaking, the County is also planning for 
future uses of the sanitary sewer system while orchestrating improvements using certain tools such as 
flow monitoring, hydraulic modeling, and engineering judgment to evaluate the hydraulic performance of 
the system and the impact of future connect ions. As sewer capacity is required for new connect ion 
requests and increases in flow contributions, the County will construct the corresponding capacity where 
appropriate, and will determine the appropriate cost sharing between current users, future users, and 
developers. Not every new connection would warrant participation by the requestor of the connection in 
performing system upgrades. 

1. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Interim Sanitary Sewer Capacity Evaluation Program ("Program") is to define the 
acceptable level of service that will allow for additional sewer contributions from new or improved 
developments and to outline certa in triggers whereby the County would consider requi ring financial 
part icipat ion or alternative capacity remedies by parties requesting sewer capacity certification. This 
Program is to be used until the County either adopts a capacity assurance program or a fully dynamic 
hydraul ic model is developed. 

2. SCOPC 

For consistency in the process by which capacity determinations are made, this Program shall apply to all 
proposed new connections or modifications to existing connections by any entity, public or private, which 
result in or has the potential to result in addit ional flow contributions to the DeKalb County wastewater 
collection and transmission system ("WCTS") and wastewater treatment facilities. 

l147S713v24 



INTERIM SANITARY SEWER CAPACITY EVAlUATION PROGRAM 

3. PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 

Acceptable Sewer Capacity Requests shall be certified on the County's behalf by professional engineers 

registered in the State of Georgia and shall be approved by a responsible individual at the County. Sound . - ·· 
engineering judgment shal l be employed in the application of the Program requirements presented 

below. If on a case-by-case basis the capacity analysis differs from the requirements outlined below, 

based on the judgment of a professional engineer, that engineer will provide supporting information when 

determining acceptable capacity for proposed additional flows. In such cases, the reasoning and 

supporting information shall be documented and shall be included in the periodic review and update of 

this Program. 

3.1. Calcu lation of Design Flow Rates 

The calculation of the applicant's design average daily flow rates and design peak flow rates shall conform 
to the standard design flow rates for various contributor classes as provided by the County in Appendix B 

of the County's Sewer Capacity Evaluation Request form. Alternative flow contribution rates shall be 

considered with supporting information. Design peak flow rates shall be used by the County in the 

certification of capacity for both dry and wet weather conditions. All Sewer Capacity Request forms with 

design average daily flow rates exclusive of any offsets or allowances which exceed 500 gallons per day 
shall be signed and sealed by a professional engineer registered in the State of Georgia. 

3.2. Capac1ty Evaluat1on Based Upon the Historical SSO Record 

The historical record of SSO occurrences since January 2015 has been reviewed to determine whether 

sufficient evidence exists to conclude that acceptable capacity is not available for the sewer system 

downstream of the proposed connection. A list of capacity-related SSOs has been created and shall be 

maintained and updated on a monthly basis based on a review of all subsequent SSO occurrences. 

Engineering judgment should be used to limit the inclusion of wet or dry weather SSOs that are not related 
to capacity. Therefore, 

Do not include SSOs attributed exclusively to maintenance issues such as FOG, debris, roots, etc. 

in the review; 

• Do not include SSOs where subsequent system improvements have been completed to eliminate 

a repeat capacity related SSO occurrence; 

Do not include SSOs unless the SSOs have the potential to occur again under normal annual dry 
and wet weather flow conditions; and 

Do not include SSOs attributed to operational issues at lift stations or wastewater treatment 
facili ties which have subsequently been remedied. 

The County shall review the capacity-related SSO list at least quarterly to determine whether current 

information indicates that an SSO occurrence is no longer determined to be related to capacity as defined 

above. The reason for removal of an SSO from the list shall be properly documented. 

3147S7 13v 24 
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INTERIM SANITARY SEWER CAPACITY EVAlUATION PROGRAM 

3 3 Capauty Eva'uat1on of CollectiOn System Based Upon HydrauliC Analys1s 

Hydraulic analyses to support capacity evaluat ions shall be completed using the County's hydraulic 
modeling software. Each hydraulic analysis shall include the proposed design peak flow from all pending 
and approved sewer connection requests whose actual flow contributions have not been recorded in the 
latest model calibrated flow inputs. Design peak flow rate deductions for developments with properties 
that have discontinued discharges to the WCTS or other changes to reduce the flow contributions to the 
sewer system which have not been recorded in the latest model calibrated flow inputs shall be 
incorporated into the Sewer System Capacity Allotment tracking form used for hydraulic analyses. 

Should the hydraulic analysis of dry or wet weather conditions predict insufficient capaci ty, the County 
shall assess the va lidity of the prediction based upon engineering judgment and a review of the historical 
SSO record. As a first step, verification of system asset information via field survey may take place. 
Temporary flow meters may be installed downstream of the development's proposed connection to help 
validate model results or when the County believes additional flow monitoring is needed to better 
determine existing conditions. The flow meters shall be installed for a period of time sufficient to provide 
supporting evidence for the engineering judgment employed to certify capacity. Flow monitoring data 
from a prior capacity request evaluation or a prior flow study may also be used to assess capacity should 
engineering judgment determine that the location and time period of the flow monitoring is appropriate 
and sufficient to certify capacity. 

3.3.1. Dry Weather Flow Condition and Level of SerVILe 

The dry weather flow condition shall be the dry weather flow pattern developed from the most current 
flow monitorong study as calibrated in the County's hydraulic model. Under the simulated dry weather 
condition with design peak flow contributions from pending and approved sewer connection requests, 
gravity pipes with projected flows less than or equal to 85% capacity shall be considered to have 
acceptable capacity. ~nglneeringjudgment shall be utilized and documented when evaluat ing acceptable 
capacity where the model predicts flow rates exceeding 85% of the pipe capacity due to reverse-grade or 
flat-grade pipe segments. 

3 3.2 Wet Weather Flow ConditiOn and Level of Serv1ce 

The wet weather flow condition shall be the maximum month average daily flow calculated from the most 
current f low monitoring study as calibrated in the County's hydraulic model. Under the simulated wet 
weather condit ion with design peak flow contributions from pending and approved sewer connection 
requests, gravity pipes with a projected flows less than ~full pipe capacity shall be considered 
to have acceptable capacity. 

3Jl. Capac1ty Evaluat1on of TransmiSSIOn System 

The firm capacity of each lift station shall be defined as its maximum flow capacity w ith the largest pump 
out of service. lift Stations whose firm capacity exceeds the maximum flow rates simulated by the model 
to be conveyed to the lift station under the dry and wet weather flow conditions described in Section 
3.3.1 and Section 3.3.2 above shall be considered to have acceptable capacity. 

3147S71lv24 
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INTERIM SANITARY SEWER CAPACITY EVALUATION PROGRAM 

3.5. Capac1ty Evaluallo11 of Wastewater Treatment System 

Wastewater treatment systems with sufficient capacity to process the maximum flow rates simulated by 

the model to be conveyed to the wastewater treatment system under the dry and wet weather flow 
conditions described in Section 3.3.1 and Section 3.3.2 above without resulting in bypasses or diversions 

prohibited by the wastewater treatment system's current National Pollution Discharge Elimination System 

(NPDES) permit shall be considered to have acceptable capacity., 

3.6. Capac1ty Evaluat1on of Intergovernmental Connect1ons 

Connections to other governmental jurisdictions shall be considered to have acceptable capacity so long 

as the maximum flow rates simulated by the model under the dry and wet weather flow conditions 

described in Section 3.3.1 and Section 3.3.2 above are less than the maximum flow rate provided in the 
County's associated Intergovernmental Agreements. 

3.7. Cond itional Approval of Capac1ty 

Conditional approval of capacity may be made based upon the options provided below: 

3.7.1 Cornplet1on of Capac1ty Improvement ProJects 

Conditional approval of capacity may be made when capacity improvement projects are planned which 

will convey the design peak flow rates from all pending, conditionally approved, and approved capacity 

requests so long as such projects meet the following requirements: 

Eliminates potential reoccurrences of capacity-related SSOs described in Section 3.2 above; and 

Conveys the peak flow rate simulated by the model under the dry and wet weather conditions 

described in Section 3.3.1 and Section 3.3.2 above at less than or equal to the limits required for 
consideration of acceptable capacity as defined in this Program. 

Developers may fund and/or construct capacity improvement projects when approved by the County. 

Capacity improvement projects meeting the requirements described above must be completed prior to 

the addition of the proposed flow contribution. 

3.7.2. Ot11er Proposed Alternative Capacity Solutions. 

Applicants may submit alternative proposals, such as the design and construction of on-site storage 

systems, to remedy capacity limitations in order to gain conditional capacity approval. These alternative 

solutions must be designed and signed by a professional engineer registered in the State of Georgia and 
shall be subject to review and approval by the County with an avenue for appeal provided. Such solutions, 

if approved by the County, must be completed prior to the addition of the proposed flow contribution. 
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DeKalb County 

SOP TITLE: 

SOP NUMBER: 

SOP OWNER (Division/Office): 

SOP APPROVAL: 

DEPARTMENT OF WATERSHED 
MANAGEMENT {DWM) 

INTERIM STANDARD OPERATING 
PROCEDURE 

lntenm San.tary Sewer Capac1ty CertificatiOn SOP 

CD SOP-001 

Infrastructure Acquis1t1ons Program 

DCOO/Infrastructure 

SOP LAST REVIEWED/ UPDATED DATE: 12/15/2017 
SOP REVISION NUMBER: 

I. PURPOSE 

The purpose of th1s lntenm Standard Operat1ng Procedure (SOP) 1S to standardize the process for determin1ng 
whether or not san1tary sewer capac1ty can be acceptably assured to convey addit1onal sewage now. Sufficient 

Commented [A 1 ): All the below comments should be 
renected In the "C..pacity Howchart'" 

capacity is defined by County policies regarding acceptable system conditions and levels of serv•ce wh•ch are · commented [A2) : This soP should include specific referenced in the Procedures section of th1s document. Th1s SOP 1s to be used until the County e1ther adopts a definitions and parameters for adequate collection, capac1ty assurance program or a fully dynam1c •ydraul•c model IS developed treatment and transmission capacity of wastewater in the 
service area. Acceptable definitions are provided in the 
Comments on the Interim C..paclty EvaluaUon Program. 

Effe<:llve December 20, 2017, SaOilary Sewer Capacity CerllfiCation IS required for new connections and 
mcreases 1n flows by any entity, public or pnvate mto the DeKalb County wastewater collectiOn and 
transmiSSIOn system (WCTS) 

Th•s SOP w1ll be utilized by mternal sta ff in Plannmg and Development, Hydraulic Modeling, Flow and Ra1nfall 
Mon1tonng, and County representative as needed to certify sewer capac1ty to the appl1cant. 

Ill. PREREQUISITE 

DeKalb County Interim Sa Mary Sewer Capacity Evaluation Program 

Sewer Capac•ty Evaluation Request Form 

CapaCity Letters T rackmg Master Sheet 

Capacity Analys•s Form 

CapaCity Allotment Master Sheet 

Template Standard CapaCily letter 

Acllv<! 314n68Sv17 OIS349.000034 
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IV. RESPONSIBILITIES 

".lllllln~ •"·' Llc·.,·lollm••n l 1P\D v:~ t· •· · JW\1 Commun1cate with Applicant, ensure required 
documentat•on is complete and accurate prior to mit•atmg process to set up a project, initiate process. 

Mod"''"'' Model capacity, •dentlly locat1ons lor flow monitoring, flow moni tonng data analysis, and 

commun1cate. 

A,,J.·n n"''" ,,._.,. -;,,P""''. · M.amtain electronic ~nrl pape• records, update as necessary and communicate:~ Commented [A3): For audit purposes we would like to be 
~low \1on tnr nl' p, , .t''"''-' · Install monitors at locat•ons as requested; ca librate and ma1ntain for the able to examine original paper copies of field re<ordings as 
des1gnated penod; notify modeler when requ~red period of data are available on Flowlink Server; and ~ap:.:p;_r.:;0P::_r;_la:...t.::.e.;__ ______________ _ 

commun1cate and document. 
Gt')nr~r.~n·~ c ''"--" flh t1on ',vc-.tt=J.,.., 1.C s., PI'- r :>OrHlf'l Prov1dc survey confirmation support wnen 

requested and prov1de updated GIS files rou tinely lor update of Hydraulic Model. 

, .1p~r II' Cen 1 1tK•'', "P."orr·• County staff or consulting engineers who are licensed professionj!L~· Commented (A4): 
engineers in the State o f Georgia who evaluale capacity requests and provide certification p n beh~!L. >-C-o_m_m_e-nt_e_d..;..[A_S..;R_

4
_1_, -Th- e- la-ng_u_a_g_e_h_e-re_n_ee_ d_s-to- be--

of the County clarified to indicate that the consulting engineer is hired by 
, .,, .• t· .t l•·rr N! AG'111n~;tr .1to• Provide rev•ew of capacity improvement solut10n 10 determine the county and has full access to all the necessary 
whether the solution complies w1th !he Co·"·"'"' t.lCU('<' County:.S polic1es, best practices, and goals. information needed to provide certification. 

r:e<pDI"'n ·' P-11 tv ol rhe < Ollnlv Provide approval of capacity certifications made by the Capacity 

Certification Eng111eer. 
U<:puty C.,.,, ()p. ,ton Clll~cer lor ''"J>tru, tvc Provide revrew and approval of Applicant's appeal 

of County's den1al of Sewer Action Plan. ~"" <~opeal p1 otc~s wdl <1dhcre to thr: terms of the Cc1nsent 

Commented (A6): Included here or elsewhere is the need 
to state that the process used and full documentation of 
how the engineer arrived at capacity certification should be 
available for EPA/EPO and/or other external auditors. 

Commented (A7): Approval cannot be given without a 
documented technical basis and must be consistent with 

~~~·~·~·m~~~~IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII· ~-~~~~-M~a-~Q~~~~~ 
given by the Deputy Chief Officer without certification of 

EVALUATION AND APPROVAL PROCESS 

An overview of the c.:Jpacity request evalualion and approval process is provided with the attached flow chart. 
The numbers and letters assoc•ated with the evaluation steps presented below correspond with those 

Indicated on the flow chart. 

While many of !he evaluat1on steps below describe specific parameters for the County evalu.:Jt•ng capacity, 
eng1neering Judgment shall be used in all evalualions. As such. i t1S considered acceplable, in un1que situations. 
to adjust a parameter based upon documented reasoning so long as !he County's capacity certificat ion IS 
approved by a registered Georg•a Professional Engineer. 

Activities 1-4: Applicant Submittal of and County Verification of Sewer Capacity Request (SCR) Form 

The Sewer Capacity Evalualion Request (SCR) form shall be completed and submitted by all entit1es, public or 

pnvate, proposing to discharge new or modif1ed flows mto the OeKalb County Sewer System. A copy of the 
County's SCR complet1on mstruct1ons and supporting documentation w1ll be available to the applicant. 

P&O shall review the SCR form to determine completeness and to verify compliance wilh the Capacity 
Evalu~tion Program and Procedull:>S. Venl1cat1on shall include the follow tng: 

Conl~rmation thai the calculated design flow rates provided conform to the standard des1gn flow rates for 

vaoous contributor classifications as provided by the County (See Appendix B, Table 1 of the County's SCR 
form) . The County wdl cons•der alternative flow contnbut1on rates 1f the appl1cant prov•des supportmg 
documentation. For contributors not listed in Append1x·B. Table 1 of County's SCR. P&O shall conform the 

su1tability of the design flow rates prov1ded. The County may or rnay not accept the .:Jlternate flow rates 

Active 3147768Sv17 0 15349.000034 
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prov1ded. P&D shall further conf•rm that the peak flow rates determmed by the appliCant meet the 
requirements of the SCR. 

• Conf•rmat•on that the SCR has been s•gned and sealed by a professional engmeer registered 1n the State of 
Georg•a for all SCRs except those applicat•ons with des1gn average daily flow rates exclusive of any offsets 
or allowances wh1ch exceed 500 gallons per day 

Decision A: SCR Completed Per Program and Procedural Requirements 

If the SCR is complete and venf•ed, 11 shall be so noted by P&D and shall proceed to Activities SA and SB below. 
Otherw1se. the completeness and verification 1ssues shal l be noted and the form shall be returned to the 
applicant for correction and resubm•ss•on. 

Venf1ed SCRs shall be recorded 1nt0 the Sewer System Capac1ty Allotment Trackmg Form and their status shall 
be des1gnated as PtNDING. 

Deductions 1n des•gn peak flow rates result1ng from developments w1th properties that have discontinued or 
rPduced dischurees to the WCTS shall also be included to the Sewer System Capaci ty Allotment Tracking f-orm. 
Activities SA and SB: Evaluat1on of Capacity Against Program Requirements 

ActiVIfY 5A. Revtew Htstoncal CapaCity Related SSOs Downstream a(SCR Cannf!cttan 

Rev1ew the recorded SSO occurrences over the time penod defined in the County's SaOilary Sewer Capac•ty 

Commented (AS] : Ooes this refer to ·~vera&• dally now 
rate,.. or to •offsets or allowanc~,..? 

Evaluation Program and determme the number and locat1on of downstream capacity related SSOs. Do not ________ _ 
1nclude SSOs attributed exclusively to maintenance issues such as FOG, debns, roots, etc. in the review. Do not Comment.d (A9): Giv~n th~ County's track record of 
mclude SSOs where subsequent system or operational improvements have been completed to elim1nate a under reporting ~nd incorrect recording of SSOs, the 
repeat capac1ty related SSO occurrence. Do not 1nclude SSOs unless the SSOs have the potent ial to occur aga1n EPA/EPD are uncomfortable with this entire -- -.-.- I provision/Activity as wrinen. This does not comply with the under normal annual dry and wet weather flow cond1t1ons. terms or the co. because past capacity related ssos are 
Activtty 58: Perform Hvdraulte Analysts o(Appltcont's Flow Under Program Conditions clear evidence th~tthere Is not adequate cap~clty. 

Hydraulic analySIS of the 1mpact of the applicant's design peak flow con!rlbutlan shall be completed usmg the Commentltll.dh viiA10SSOs]: Ita hprojectl k tyhas beethn ~mpletded and 
County s hydraulic model. The hydraulic analySIS shall1nclude each of the follow1ng flow cond1t1ons: additional examination/scrutiny. To not include this type 

, . I you ares a ng , t en 1 e some · mg nee s 

1 • Sewer system flow conditions as defined by County's Sanitary Sewer Capac1ty Evaluation Program, and . sso Is 10 undermine the Integrity olany analysis ca~ 
• Peak flow contribut•ons from all PENDING, CONDITIONAllY APPROVED, and APPROVED SCR's 1n the i Comment.d (A11] : How would the reviewer determine 

County's Sewer System Capac1ty Allotment tracking form smce the last system model flow calibration, thfat thdis ~~rt~uwhlar SSOdwill no
1
1 och cdur in

1
_the fudtulre?T~dis sort o pr~ lction as at a ynam c y rau IC mo e proVJ t!S.-and something the county does not ha~ currently. Peak flow contributions from the applicant's SCR. 

CapaCity Cert1f1cation shall comply w1th the County's San•tary Sewer Capacity Evaluat•on Program that 
1dentlf1es the system flow cond•llons and levels or service to be assessed for determination of sewer capacity 

Dec1sion 8: Determine Whether Applicant's SCR Meets Capacity Program Requirements 

If the des1gn peak flow prov1ded m the SCR meets the County's Sanitary SewN Capacity Evaluation Program 
rcqu~rements as referenced in ActiVIties SA and SB above, proceed to Activ1ty G· County Sends letter Approvmg 
Sewer Capac1ty Request. 

Applications that do not meet the capacity program requ~rements defined under Ac!lv1t1es SA and SB shall 
proceed to Ac!lv111es SC and SO below. 

Activities SC and SO: Verification of Asset and Flow Information 

Act1v1ty 5(- Con&rm Ext sting Assl't ln(ormauon 

Actlw 314n68Svl7 015349.000034 
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Sewer system asset mformation mcludmg p1pe diameters, pipe materials, pipe slopes, and manhole depths 
1m pacts the results of the hydraulic analys1s described in Activity SB. As a result, should the hydraulic analysis 
determine that the SCR does not meet the capacity compliance program limits, the following GIS items shall 
require further field verification by the County: 

Instances where larger diameter p•pes connect to downstream smaller diameter pipes; or 

Instances of reverse grade p1pe slopes; or 
Shallow slope (less than minimum standard grade) pipes that are inconsistent with slopes of adjacent 

pipes; or 
Shallow manholes that are 1ncons•stent with manhole depths of adjacent manholes. 

Activity 50: Valrdote System Flows with Temporary Flow DolO Where Necessary 

Temporary flow meters may be installed by the County downstream of the applicant's proposed flow 
connect1on pomt(s) to help validate model results or when the County believes additional flow moni toring is 
needed to better determine ex• sting conditions from the proposed flow connec tion to the collection system's 
outlet. 

The flow meters should be mstalled along the conveyance route at critical hydraulic locations downstream of 
the proposed flow conneCtiOn and where the flow monitoring personnel determ1ne hydraul•cs are suitable for 
accurate measurement. Eng1neenng judgment shall be used to determine whether suffic•ent flow data has 
been collected to assess whether acceptable capacity is available to meet the capacity program requ•rements. 
Flow monitoring data from a prior capacity request evaluation or a prior flow study may also be used to assess 
capacity should engineering judgment determine that the locat1on and time period of the flow monitoring is 

appropriate and sufficient to certify capaci ty. The flow data collected and basis for ~he determination of .~------------------~ 
acceptable capacity shall be fully documented and recorded with the capacity certification. -~ Commented (A12): The capacity certification must be 

conducted by a Georgia PE. Tempor.1ry flow monitoring is 
Decision C: Determine Whether Asset Informat ion Changes to the Hydraulic Model are Required not a mechanism to override PE certification. 

Asset information changes resulting from field verifications identified under Activi ty SC above shall be 
incorporated mto the model and the hydraulic analysis shall be re-performed in accordance with Activities SA 
and SB above. 

If the updated hydraulic analysis results 111 compliance with the County's Sanitary Sewer Capacity EvaluaHonf commented (A13): ts this sentence intended to read ... if 
Program, then proceed to Act1vity 6: County Sends Letter Approving Sewer Capacity Request; otherwise the updated model no longer indicates capacity 
proceed to Decis1on E: Determme Applicant's Options to Achoeve Capacity Compliance limitations...? 

Decision D: Determine Whether Temporary Flow Data Supports Assessment of Acceptable Capacity 

If, based on engmeering judgment, temporary flow data supports the certification of acceptable capacity, then 
proceed to Activity 6: County Sends Letter Approving Sewer Capac1ty Request; otherwise proceed to Decision 
E: Determme Applicant's Options to Ach•eve Capacity Compliance. 

Activity 6: County Sends letter Approving Sewer Capacity Request 

Upon certification by the Capac1ty Certification Engineer and approval by the Respons1ble Party of the County, 
the County shall send a letter to the applicant approving sewer capacity. Additionally, the application status 
shall be changed from PENDING to APPROVED in the Sewer System Capacity Allotment Tracking form. 

Decision E: Determine Applicant's Options to Achieve Capacity Compliance 

Sublosk E1: Determine Caoocitv Improvement Options Available to rhe Applicant 

The County shall determ1ne whether capac1ty 1mprovements that will meet capacity program requirements are 
available for complet1on by the applicant. 

Act;ve 3147768Svl7 OIS349.000034 
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Subtosk E2· Dl'lt>rmine Swtobility of Other Allernotrve Copoetty Solutrons 

The applicant may submit al ternative solutions, such as the design and construct1on of on-site storage system, 
to remedy capaCity limitations. Alternat1ve solut1ons proposed by the applicant must be designed and s1gned 
by a profess1onal engineer registered in the State of Georg1a. · c- COL.nty "' 1 r. 'l1••·c- t , ~u1tJb1 t '~ Commented [A 14): The County should reserve the final 

lsay In the approval of any alternate capacity solutions 
nx:ommended by an applicant. 

Commented [A 1 5): The County's ~must certify The County shall detcrm1ne whether capac1ty Improvements that w1ll meet capaCity program requirements are ~hat he system has adequate capacity under all eJCpecled scheduled for completion by the County. flow conditions, and that proper Implementation and 
operation can be verified. Activity 7: Send Notice to Applicant with Available Options -- - -- - ---

Subtosk E3: Determine Copoetty Improvement Optrons Scheduled (or Completron by the County 

If any of the capaCity compliance opt1ons descrrbed 1n Subtasks El·E3 above are determmed to be available 
then the County shall send a notice to the applicant 1dent1fying the available options. The not1ce shall mdicate 
a deadline for wh1ch the applicant must return a Sewer Action Plan (SAP) rn order to achieve capacity 
certif1cat1on 

If none of the capac1ty options deswbed in Subtasks El·E3 above arc determined to be available then proceed 
to Act1v1ty 10: County Sends Letter Denying Application. Additionally, the applicauon status shall be changed 
from PENDING to DENIED rn the Sewer System Capacity Allotment trackrng form 

Decision F and Activity 8: Applicant Agrees to Participate in Capacity Compliance Options and Submits Sewer 
Action Plan (SAP) 

The applicant shall determ1ne whether or not to partiCipate m the capacity compliance opt1ons provided. If so, 
the applicant shall subm1t a SAP 1dent1fy1ng the selected capacity compliance opt1on. 

Decision G: County Determines Whether Sewer Action Plan (SAP) is Acceptable 

If the County has not rcce1ved a S/\P from the applicant by the deadline presented m the County"s not1ce 
1dent1fy1ng the available capaCity compliance optoons. then proceed to ActiVIty 10: Send Letter Denying 
ApplicatiOn. Add1t1onally, change the status of the applicatron from PENDING to DENIED on the Sewer System 
CapaCity Allotment tracking form. 

The County shall review the i!pphcant's SAP to determme acceptability. The des1gn ol Jlternative ~olutions 
proposed by the applicant per Subtask E2 above shall be revoewed by the Capac1ty Cert1ficat1on Eng1neer to 
determrne whether the des1gn complies with the County"s engineenng standards. Upon acceptance by the 
Capac1ty Certlfocat1on Engmeer, the Consent Decree Adm1n1strator shall determme whether the design 
complies with the c on~r>nt L!f·uee County's policres. best pract1ces. and goals. If the SAP IS determmcd to be 
unacceptable. the County shall return a letter to the appliCant documentrng the changes requ1red to allow for 
cond1t1onal approval of the capaCity request. If the SAP is determ1ned to be acceptable, then proceed to Act1vity 
9: County Issues Cond1t1onal Approval of Capac1ty Request 

The applicant may appeal the County's den1al of the appliCant's SAP. In such cases. the County's Chief _ ___ _ Operatrng Off1cer for Infrastructure shall determme whether the facts presented m the appeal 2!.L!;t .-!!!£ l Commented [A 16): The co requires PE certification for an 

1 

r.,qu 11 ment ' of 111<! Con ,,•nt Dec'Pt ,111d merit\ approval of the SAP. new/Increased Rows. Regardless of the County's Chief - Operating Officer for Infrastructure determination In an Activity 9: County Issues Conditional Approval of Capacity Request appeal. no conneclion may occur without certifrcation by 
the PE that there Is adequate capacity. The County shall submit a letter to the applicant grant1ng conditronal certificatron of the capacoty request The _ __ ---====- ___ _ letter shall identify that the applicant must present proof of comple tiOn of the capacity compliance options f Commented (A17): The county englnecr.needs t~ buy off I requ1red by the appliCant as 1dent1fied 1n therr approved SAP in order to 101t1ate flow d1scharge to the County's on this proof of completion In order to oenofycapaCJty. 

Act..., 314n68Svi70IS.!A9.000034 
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sewer system Additionally, the applicatron shill I be changed from PENDING to CONDITIONAl APPROVAL in the 

Sewer System Capacrty Allotment trackrng form. 

Activity 10: County Sends Letter Denying Application 

The County shall submrt a letter to the applrcant denyrng the apphcatron for capacity The letter shallrdentify 

the reason for denral of the request Addrtronally. the applrcatron shall be changed from PENDING to DENIED 

rn the Sewer System Capacrty Allotmenttrac~ing form. 

VI. REFERENCES 

Clean Water Act Consent Decree l:lOcv 4039·WSD 

System·Wrde Hydraulic Model, Department of Watershed Management (DWM) Capacrty, 

Management Operations and Marntenance (CMOM) Program, Current versron 

System-Wrde Flow and Rarnfall Monrtonng Program. DWM CMOM Program, Current Versron 

Infrastructure Acqursrtrons Program. DWM CMOM Program, Current Versron 

"Potablt> Water Main, Gravrty Sanrtary Sewer, and Sanrtary Sewer and Force Marn Design Standards". 

Current vE.'rsion 

DeKalb County Code of Ordrnances. Chapter 24 "Water. Sewers and Sewage Drsposal", Current 

Ver~ron 

Capacoty Allotment Program Coord•natton Procedure 

VII. DEFINITIONS 

CMOM- Capacrty, M anagement, Opera tions. and Marntenance 

DWM- DcKalb County Department of Watershed Management 

FOG- Fats. Oris. and Greases 

GIS DWM Geographrc tnformatoon System 

1/1 -lnlrltrallon and Inflow 

P&D- DWM Plannrng and Development 

SAP Sewer Actron Plan 

SCR Sewer Capacrty Evaluatron Request 

• SOP- Standard Operatrng Procedure 

SSO- Sanrtary Sewer Overflow 

_• _WCTS- Wastewater Collect ron and Transmrssion System 

~l·U•rvong p01 \1!1~ olt"e WC ~ I r:other Actrvoty SA nr Actovrtv SB reveals 

th . .l tlll'll •nay t.r· a l~rt.. ot • ,1J>.lr tv. then proceed lO Attov t~j£_ 

1\ct;"" 3147168Sv17 015349.000034 
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VIII. Flowchart Depicting Sewer capadty Protocol 

Interim Sanitary Sewer Capacity Protocol Flow Chart1 
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Elliott, Richard 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

10-4. We'll be ready for Weds 

Rhinehart, Will iam E. (Ted) <werhinehart@dekalbcountyga.gov> 
Wednesday, February 14, 2018 2:33 PM 
Elliott, Richard; Horsey, Maurice 
Veira, E. Fitzgerald (Troutman Sanders); maria.houser@troutmansanders.com; Bush, 
William; Welch, Matthew C. 
Re: EPA/ EPD Collection System Inspection 

We'll get suggested time for Tues with modelers 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Elliott, Richard <elliott.richard@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 14, 2018 1:39 PM 
Subject: RE : EPA/EPD Collection System Inspection 
To: Rhinehart, William E. (Ted) <werhinehart@dekalbcountyga.gov>, Horsey, Maurice <horsey.maurice@epa.gov> 
Cc: Veira, E. Fitzgerald (Troutman Sanders) <fitzgerald.veira@troutmansanders.com>, 
maria.houser@troutmansanders.com <maria.houser@troutmansanders.com>, Bush, William <bush.william@epa.gov>, 
Welch, Matthew C. <macwelch@dekalbcountyga.gov> 

Ted, 

Please con firm the time with CEO Thurmond for next week Wednesday. I am not sure how integrating the CEO into this 
inspection will work. We intend to be somewhere in the field conducting the inspection at that time. I will leave how the 
CEO fits into the day's activities up to you . 

I would like to touch bases with your modelling team on Tuesday 2/20/2018. Can you please get back to me with a time 
and other logistics for Tuesday. On Wednesday, we wou ld like to meet at the Snapfinger Creek plant at 9:00AM and 
hopefully begin the inspection by about 9:30AM. Factoring traffic and drive time we should be done by 4 PM or so. 

Thanks 

Richard Elliott, P.E., PMP 
Envrronmental Engrneer 

From: Rhinehart, William E. (Ted) [mailto:werhinehart@dekalbcountyga.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 14, 2018 11:39 AM 
To: Elliott, Richard <EIIiott.Richard@epa.gov> 
Cc: Veira, E. Fitzgerald (Troutman Sanders) <fitzgerald.veira@troutmansanders.com>; 
maria.houser@troutmansanders.com; Bush, William <Bush.William@epa.gov>; Welch, Matthew C. 
<macwelch@dekalbcountyga.gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA/EPD Collection System Inspection 

Richard, good morning, 
CEO Thurmond is available next Weds 2111 in the afternoon, starting at 1 pm; should we confirm that time? 
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We have asked our modelling team to be prepared ahead of that to generate the outputs you described below for 

predicted sites you'd want to go see in the field 

And you're right, we' re planning to have available the managers and supervisors who are able to access the lift stations, 

open manholes, etc for the sites visited 

10-4? Thanks, Ted Rhinehart 

From: Elliott, Richard [mailto:EIIiott.Richard@epa.gov] 

Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2018 12:16 PM 

To: Welch, Matthew C. <macwelch@dekalbcountyga.gov>; Rhinehart, William E. (Ted) 

<werhinehart@dekalbcountyga.gov>; Shahbazaz, Marzieh <Marzieh.Shahbazaz@dnr.ga.gov>; Hays, Lewis 

<Lewis.Hays@dnr.ga.gov>; Horsey, Maurice <Horsey.Maurice@epa.gov> 

Cc: Veira, E. Fitzgerald (Troutman Sanders) 

<fitzgerald.veira@troutmansanders.com>;maria.houser@troutmansanders.com; Bush, William 

<Bush.William@epa.gov>; Stephenson, Natalie <stephenson.natalie@epa.gov>; Ernstes, Viviane 

<vernstes@dekalbcountyga.gov>; Zapata, Cesar <Zapata.Cesar@epa.gov> 

Subject : RE: EPA/EPD Collection System Inspection 

Matt, 

In response to the salient points in your email below, we are happy to accommodate the County's CEO on our 

inspection. However, I would like to clarify a few things. 

First, we do not intend to focus our inspection of the Snapfinger Creek WWTP. The WWTP is being used as a convenient 

meeting point for all the parties involved in this inspection. 

Second, the questions related to the hydraulic modelling aspects of the CD are mainly centered around possible hot 

spots/Overflow locations that the model may indicate. Our intention is to visit those locations on the day of the 

inspection and we would therefore prefer to have that information prior to the day of the field inspection. I will be 

following up w ith you and/or Mr. Rhinehart on this particular issue shortly. 

Third, my understanding from our attorney is that the county plans to make several staff members available for this 

inspection. I would like to emphasize that this inspection will require staff that is familiar with the day to day operation 

of the collection system as well as managers/upper level staff. Since we intend to look at Pump Stations and into 

Manholes, we would appreciate the presence of County staff that have the appropriate equ ipment and training to 

facilitate access to those assets. 

Finally, the proposed date in your email {2/ 23/ 18) does not work for our team. I am suggesting a change to Wednesday 

February 21, 2018. I hope CEO Michael Thurmond is available that day. Please feel free to contact me if you have 

questions. 

Regards 

Richard Elliott, P.E., PMP 
Environmental Engineer 
Water Protection Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - Region 4 
61 Forsyth Street. S.W. 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
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404-562-8691 
404-562-9729 (Fax) 

From: Welch, Matthew C. [mailto:macwelch@dekalbcountyga.gov] 
Sent: Friday, February 09, 2018 5:12 PM 
To: Rhinehart, William E. (Ted) <werhinehart@dekalbcountyga.gov>; Elliott, Richard <EIIiott.Richard@epa.gov>; 
Shahbazaz, Marzieh <Marzieh.Shahbazaz@dnr.ga.gov>; Hays, lewis <lewis.Hays@dnr.ga.gov>; Horsey, Maurice 
<Horsey.Maurice@epa.gov> 
Cc: Veira, E. Fitzgerald (Troutman Sanders) 
<fitzgerald.veira@troutmansanders.com>;maria.houser@troutmansanders.com; Bush, William 
<Bush.William@epa.gov>; Stephenson, Natalie <stephenson.natalie@epa.gov>; Ernstes, Viviane 
<vernstes@deka lbcountyga .gov> 
Subject: RE: EPA/EPD Collection System Inspection 

Richard, 

I write as a follow up to di scussions between you and Ted Rhinehart regarding an inspection of the DeKalb County 
collection system. I understand that EPA and EPD are interested in inspecting the Snapfinger Creek WWTP and the 
pump stations that convey flow to Gwinnett county from DeKalb. I also understand that, EPA would like to meet with 
members of the County's team who handle the hydraulic modelling to address questions specific to the modelling 
aspects of the CD. I have placed calls to both you and Bill Bush in the last two days in an attempt to address your 
request, but have been unable to reach either of you. 

Your email regarding the inspection gave just one date for the proposed inspections, February 16, 2018. Unfortunately, 
I have just learned that the requested date is problematic for the County on a couple of fronts. 

First, the requested date is the Friday before a Monday holiday and key players are scheduled to be away that 
day. Additionally, DeKalb County CEO Michael Thurmond intends to be present during the inspection of Snapfinger 
Creek WWTP and is himself unavai lable on February 16, 2018. 

Second, it is our understanding from CH2, who developed the County's hydraulic model, that their two primary 
modelers will be unavailable on February 16, 2018 as they will both be away for Chinese New Year. However, depending 
on the nature of the questions EPA has regarding the model itself, it might be possible to conduct that portion of tl1e 
review on February 16. Please give me or Mr. Rhinehart a call to discuss the expected parameters of the modeling 
inquiry so that we can determine if we will be in a position to address those matters on February 16. We would also 
respectfully request that the visit to Snapfinger and the pump stations in question be scheduled for Friday, February 23, 
2018 so that our key players and our CEO can participate. 

\l.tllhL'\' C. \\ L'lch 
SttpL'rYi:-.ing County .\ttomL'Y 
DeKalh County La\\' lkpartmcnt 
1300 Commerce Orin·, sth Floor 
Decatur, G:\ 30030 
404-371-3011 
404-371-2297 (direct) 
404-371-3024 (facsimile) 
macwelch@dckalbcount:yga.gov 

Confidentiality Notice-A1TORNEY-CJ.JENT PRIVILEGED COl\Ii\IUNlCATION 
This message (including any attachments) is being sent by or on behalf of a lawyer. It constitutes an electronic 
communication ";thin the meaning of the Electron ic Commu nications Prh·acy Act. 18 U.S.C. §2510, and its disclosure is 
strictly and cxdush·cly intended for the indi,idual or entity to which it is addressed. This message contains information 
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that is protected by the attorney-client prhilege and/or the attorney work product doctlinc, and is proprietary, pri,·ilcged. 

confidential, or othen,isc legally exempt from disclos ure. If you are not a named addressee, you arc not authorized to 
read, use, print. retain, copy or disseminate this message or any part of it. If you ha,·e recei,·cd this message in error. 

please notify the sender im mediately by e-mail, and please delete from all locations all copies of the message without 
reading or saving a ny part in any manner. 

From: Rhinehart, William E. (Ted) 

Sent: Friday, February 02, 2018 3:47 PM 

To: Elliott, Richard; Shahbazaz, Marzieh; Hays, lewis; Horsey, Maurice 

Cc: Veira, E. Fitzgerald (Troutman Sanders); maria.houser@troutmansanders.com; Bush, William; Stephenson, Natalie; 

Welch, Matthew C. 
Subject: RE: EPA/EPD Collection System Inspection 

Richard, good afternoon. 

We'll be prepared for the site visits on the 161
h . Please let me know when you're ready to talk specifics re: times and 

locations, etc. 

Best regards, Ted Rhinehart, Deputy COO/DeKalb Coun ty 

From: Elliott, Richard [mailto:EIIiott.Richard@epa.gov] 

Sent: Friday, February 02, 2018 8:45AM 

To: Rhinehart, William E. (Ted) <werhinehart@dekalbcountyga.gov>; Shahbazaz, Marzieh 

<Marzieh.Shahbazaz@dnr.ga.gov>; Hays, l ewis <lewis.Hays@dnr.ga.gov>; Horsey, Maurice <Horsey.Maurice@epa.gov> 

Cc: Vei ra, E. Fitzgerald (Troutman Sanders) 

<fttzgerald.veira@troutmansanders.com>;maria.houser@troutmansanders.com; Bush, Wil liam 

<Bush.William@epa.gov>; Stephenson, Natalie <stephenson.natalie@epa.gov> 

Subject: EPA/EPD Collection System Inspection 

Ted, 

A team from EPA and EPD would like to conduct an Inspection of DeKalb County's collection system on Friday February 

16, 2018. We are interested in taking a close r look at any existing SSO hot spots and on any other general programmatic 

CD compliance related issues. We anticipate a start time of about 9:00AM. Please feel free to touch base with us if you 

have any questions. Additionally, please forward t·his to the appropriate personnel on your team. 

We can work out any remaining logistic in the coming week. 

Regards 

Richard Elliott, P.E., PMP 
Environmental Engineer 
Water Protection Division, 20 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency- Region 4 
61 Forsyth Street. S.W. 
Atlanta, GA 30303 

404-562-8691 
404-562-9729 (Fax) 
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